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“I’m not sure
I’ve ever had a
quarterback-center
combination that’s as
good at doing what
these guys are.”
- Doc Holliday
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Alpha Chi Omega conducted the Domestic Violence Awareness Candlelight Vigil Wednesday
at the Memorial Student Center fountain.
Heather Taylor, president of Alpha Chi Omega,
opened the vigil by explaining 1 in 4 women
reports experiencing domestic violence in her
lifetime, and 1 in 7 men will be effected by domestic violence in his lifetime.
Charlie Weinberg, senior at Marshall University,
said he hopes the event will be an eye opener for
everyone, even the freshmen living on campus.
“I want to see how many people on college
campuses are victims of domestic violence,”

FAMILY
MEDICINE
STUDENTS
STAY IN
APPALACHIA

By ANTHONY DAVIS

Bags made my members of Marshall
University’s Alpha Chi Omega, line the
Memorial Fountain to promote domestic
violence awareness Wednesday at the
Memorial Student Center plaza.

Weinberg said. “I also want to see how many
people will take action to prevent domestic violence in the near future.”
The candlelight vigil was a way for Alpha Chi
Omega to shine the light on domestic violence
awareness on campus.
“We want to help honor those who have been
affected by domestic violence,” Vice President
Kaitlyn Stowers said. “Hopefully, the candlelight
vigil did just that.”
Junior Brittany Stephens, Alpha Chi member,
said the sorority hopes the candlelight vigil will
create more awareness about domestic violence.
“We don’t realize how many people are affected by domestic violence,” Stephens said. “As

THE PARTHENON
Every family medicine resident of
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
who graduated in June for the family and community health residency
program will practice medicine in
Appalachia.
Dr. Stephen Petrany announced that
seven of eight graduates are now practicing in West Virginia, and four of
those are practicing in federally qualified health centers in rural areas of
West Virginia, according to a Marshall

a chapter, we want to shine a light on domestic
violence and hopefully, it opens people’s eyes to
come out to the candlelight vigil.”
Sophomore Ashley Davenport said she came
to show her support for the cause because she
herself lost a close relative due to domestic
violence.
“Losing someone dear to me made me come
out and support this vigil to help shine light that
domestic violence is still alive,” Davenport said.
“There needs to be an end to it.”
Taylor said the sorority plans to have a vigil
every year to bring awareness to the community.
J’Leigha Long can be contacted at
long160@marshall.edu.

Health press release. The other graduate will be practicing in rural North
Carolina in a federally qualified health
center after practicing for several
months with the Indian Health Service
in South Dakota.
W. Mitchel Shaver, residency director
for the department, said the School of
Medicine trains residents to work in
rural areas and effectively keeps physicians in the state.
“We train our residents to work in
different settings, through rotations
of different locations and community

286840
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interaction,” Shaver said. “We have our
residents take part in setting up health
assessments of rural communities to
see what the healthcare needs are in
those local communities and develop
individual plans so that the residents
could see themselves incorporated into
their practice.”
Shaver said it is very important that
we keep doctors in West Virginia because many of the physicians in the local
area are aging and ready for retirement.

See MEDICINE | Page 5
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3DS Success: MU solves connectivity problem
By ANTHONY DAVIS

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University Information Technology has
engineered a way for Nintendo
3DS users to connect their devices to Wi-Fi on campus.
Ryan Lester said she thinks
the new network will be great
for devices like the Nintendo
3DS.
“When I was a freshman,
I was told to use Connectify
to create a virtual hotspot so
that I could use my 3DS on
the Wi-Fi,” Lester said. “Using
Connectify always worked, but
I would rather use the new
Wi-Fi network a million times
more than using Connectify.
This is great.”
Users of the popular handheld console were unable to
connect their device to the WiFi on campus until last week
when the IT infrastructure
team finally provided a solution to the issue.
According to Jody Perry,

executive director of technology services, users can now
easily connect their device
to the new MU DeviceNet
network by simply going to
https://mydevices.marshall.
edu, logging in with their student log-in information and
entering the MAC address of
their device.
“We didn’t fix the network.
We added a network,” Perry
said. “The Nintendo 3DS uses
a different type of security to
connect to Wi-Fi. As universities typically have, we have an
enterprise network with enterprise type security in which
you have to have a login name
and password authentication
to get in. The WPA and WPA
2 security is typically used in
the home environment where
you would just connect by
putting in a password like the
Nintendo 3DS. You can go to
the My Devices Portal where
you can just register your device with a hardware address.

Once it is registered, it will
automatically connect to the
MU DeviceNet Network. The
service puts your MAC address
into a network that is associated with the MU DeviceNet
Network.”
Perry said the 3DS is not
the only device people have
had issues with in the past.
The same process goes for any
other device that only supports WPA or WPA 2 security
and has no options for higher
security.
“Anything that is wireless
only has had trouble with MU
Wi-Fi, so not only gaming consoles, but also devices like the
Apple TV,” Perry said.
Perry said there was more
than a few questions about
connecting to Wi-Fi with similar devices this semester.
“I think our service desk had
received questions, basically
‘Can I get this to connect?’
I think we had eight to 10
people this semester that had

questioned the IT service desk
about the issue,” Perry said.
“So, it’s something that we
have been trying to work on
for a while”
Technology Services said it
is still in the process of testing
the new network with hopes
that it will meet the needs of
the university.
“I want to convey that we’re
always here and committed to
serving the students, staff and
faculty of the university,” Perry
said. “Many times, people in
the residence halls complain
to their resident adviser about
IT questions and those questions don’t always get to us.”
Perry said students are
welcome to visit the Be Herd
page at marshall.edu to voice
concerns about tech support
or just come straight to the IT
desk at Drinko Library to seek
help with technical issues.
Anthony Davis can be
contacted at davis669@
marshall.edu.

SCREENSHOT

Nintendo 3DS users are now able to connect their devices using the
new MU DeviceNet network connection. Marshall University Information
Technology created a new network to address the problem for security
reasons.

Women’s Studies After nearly a century,
sells used books W.Va. coal battle rages on
to benefit
the program
By MATT STROUD

By KELLY PATE

THE PARTHENON
Hundreds of used books,
given by various donors, will
find their way into new hands
from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Wednesday - Friday at the Memorial
Student Center.
The proceeds from all of
the book sales benefit the
Women’s Studies program.
In the Women’s Studies mission statement, the program
envisions equality among
people where students will
be educated to celebrate commonality and diversity among
women.
Robin Conley, advisery
board member in Women’s
Studies, said the used book
sale is really popular at
Marshall.
“People say that novels
in print books are going
to be obsolete, but I really
don’t think so,” Conley said.
“There’s just something about
looking through and holding
books in your hands.”
Marissa Nelson, a volunteer

from the English department,
said she agreed with this notion—there’s nothing like the
feeling of holding an actual
book, opposed to an electronic version of one.
Senior Olivia Hughes, communication disorders major,
said she enjoys the thrill of
looking through used books.
“I come to this sale anytime
that I see it here,” Hughes
said. “I have been here for it
every semester. I love bargain
hunting. I have found some
good reads from this sale.”
Book donations come primarily from the English
department, Women’s Studies
professors and other professors on campus.
Hardback books at the
sale cost $1 and paperback
books cost 75 cents. The
books available cover several
genres, including romance,
sci-fi, fiction, fantasy and
non-fiction.
Kelly Pate can be contacted at pate20@marshall.
edu.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
At the dirt road entrance to
the Mingo Logan Coal Company site along Route 17 in
rural West Virginia, a white
metal sign hangs, riddled with
bullet holes, announcing “NO
TRESPASSING” in red lettering.
Kenny King doesn’t much
care.

THE PARTHENON
The College of Education
and Professional Development
has undergone major transitions since last semester. From
a total basement renovation
in Jenkins Hall, to office and
classroom relocations across
campus, there have been many
changes within the college.
Among the most recent
changes are the merger of two
offices, the Clinical Experiences
Office and Student Service Office, into S.C.o.P.E.S—Student
Center of Professional Education Services.
Kandice Napier, S.C.o.P.E.S
director, said the two offices
have merged to better serve
the students, providing a onestop shop for all questions and
concerns relating to COEPD
advising, certification, clinical
experiences and graduation.

“We want to provide consistency to both our students and
faculty,” Napier said. “Our goal
is to become more efficient.
The merging of these two offices just made sense. Everyone
in the office is excited for this
new adventure.”
Other appointed members of
S.C.o.P.E.S include Betty Lewis
as academic adviser, Tammy
Aliff as education credential
specialist, Toni Ferguson as
program associate and Susan Midkiff as administrative
secretary.
Amanda Preece, S.C.o.P.E.S.
assistant director, is a new face
around the COEPD who is enthusiastic about the transition.
“I am thrilled to be a part
of such an amazing group of
professionals who want the
absolute best for our students,”
Preece said. “Until a month
ago, I was a teacher and am

is where a critical moment
in West Virginia’s history unfolded, and he wants people to
remember it.
On Aug. 26, he had some
help. The U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia
ruled that a contingent of
environmental groups representing his cause has legal
standing to participate in

King’s suit to get the area designated as a national historic
landmark.
Now they wait. The August
ruling sends the case back to
the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia, where
a judge will now decide if the
U.S. Department of Interior

See COAL | Page 5

Kenny King, 59, of Ethel, W.Va., scours the grounds of Blair Mountain Sept. 25, with a metal detector in Blair Mountain, W.Va. The Battle of
Blair Mountain, a five-day skirmish between law enforcement and union miners in the coalfields of southern West Virginia, occurred here.
Environmental groups, including the Sierra Club, have joined King in petitioning the National Register of Historic Places to declare Blair
MATT STROUD | AP PHOTO
Mountain a historic landmark.

COEPD undergoes more changes and improvements
By JOHN FAUSS

The 59-year-old has been
trespassing here about weekly
since 1991. That’s when he
first began an effort to transform this place — on top of
a mountain in the middle of
dense forest about 50 miles
south of Charleston, West Virginia — from a coal mine into
a national monument.
King says the mountaintop

still a teacher at heart. I want
my students in the COEPD to
know that I am an advocate
for education and the teaching
profession. I look forward to
this journey and working with
all COEPD students.”
This merger will benefit
the COEPD students because
it will streamline many of
their current processes, such
as improved communication
within the college and with the
students.
“As a college student, I’m
always very busy,” said Holly
Adkins, sophomore elementary
and special education major.
“So, having a one-stop shop
will be easier to ask any questions I have involving my major,
instead of going to multiple
places.”
John Fauss can be contacted at fauss@marshall.
edu.

POLICE BLOTTER
By TIM CARRICO

THE PARTHENON
All information provided
by the Marshall University
Police Department.
Possession
MUPD responded at 1:30
p.m. to the Buskirk Hall
dormitory Sept. 30 on a
call of drugs found inside
a dorm room. Police allege a 27-year-old male
and an 18-year-old female
injected heroin together.
Police spoke to the female
resident of the room, who
confessed to hiding the
heroin inside her room.
MUPD, along with the
Huntington Police Department, arrested the pair.
The female is charged with

page designed and edited by JOCELYN GIBSON| gibson243@marshall.edu

possession of a controlled
substance and obstruction. The male is charged
with possession of a controlled substance. Their
names were not released
because the charges are
misdemeanors.
Threatened Assault
MUPD was called at 2:47
p.m. to the Buskirk Hall
dormitory Sept. 28 after
a female student claimed
she received threatening
phone calls and text messages. Police allege the
female student was in a relationship with a married
man. The man’s wife made
threats to fight the victim
if she ever came in contact with her husband. The

victim obtained a protective order on the suspect.
No arrests were made in
this case.
Harassing Phone Calls
Police were called at
9:18 p.m. to the Twin Towers West dormitory after
a female student received
harassing phone calls from
her former boyfriend.
Police allege the female
broke up with the suspect.
The suspect made multiple
phone calls to the victim’s
phone, leaving 17 voicemails in approximately
10 minutes. The suspect
threatened to destroy the
victim’s vehicle. The victim
obtained a protective order against the suspect.
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Quarterback Rakeem Cato drops
back to pass against Middle
Tennessee State University at
Joan C. Edwards Stadium, Oct.11.
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Center Chris Jasperse lines up a block downfield at Old Dominion University, Oct.4.

Cato, Jasperse at the center of Herd success
By SHANNON STOWERS

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
It’s 2011 and freshman quarterback Rakeem Cato is taking
his first collegiate snap from redshirt freshman center Chris
Jasperse on the road at West Virginia University.
The Herd would finish with a 7-6 record that season, capped
off by its second bowl win in three seasons.
In addition to the seven wins, the Herd developed a
foundation that much of the 2014 offense revolves around.
Now, seniors Cato and Jasperse have developed a chemistry
and bond that is tough for opposing defenses to break.
Head coach Doc Holliday said the two players are the best
combination he’s ever coached in their respective positions.
“I’m not sure I’ve ever had a quarterback-center combination
that’s as good at doing what these guys are,” Holliday said.
It wasn’t always a smooth ride though. There were highs
(17-13 win at Louisville in 2011) and lows (65-59 double
overtime loss at East Carolina University in 2012, preventing
the Herd from a third straight bowl game appearance), but
despite the lows, that core was being strengthened each game.
Despite the experience being gained, Holliday said playing
two freshmen in such important roles isn’t ideal for a football
team.
“I hope that never happens again as long as I’m here, to

have to play a freshman center and a freshman quarterback,
“He’s [Jasperse] played a lot of football games around here
because you’re not very good,” Holliday said.
and maybe setting some records down the road, Cato’s the
Fast-forward to 2014 and that center-quarterback same way,” Holliday said. “You have two four-year starters
combination is at the core of an offense that is very that work really well, and number one, they’re not only good
good. Jasperse, who leads the offensive line in
players, but they’re really smart kids.”
knockdowns, is on the Rimington Trophy
The two have been at the center of 28 Herd wins,
watch list, an award that is given to the
including 16 and counting the last two seasons.
best center in the country. Cato is also
Holliday said that although the two were
on five different major award watch
forced into action as freshmen, it has paid
lists.
off for the Marshall football program.
The connection between the
“That was out of necessity four years
highly regarded duo has been built
ago, but as it turned out, it’s great at this
over 45 games, spanning all four
point,” Holliday said. “It wasn’t great for
seasons that the two have spent
a couple of years because those guys
in Huntington. Jasperse, who has
just weren’t ready to go play, but they
started every game since that first
are now, and now this program is where
one in Morgantown, is currently
it is.”
>Head coach Doc Holliday
eighth all-time in career starts at
Cato, Jasperse and the rest of the Herd
Marshall. If that trend continues, the
will play Florida International University
senior will finish second with 53 starts.
Saturday in Miami. Kickoff is scheduled for 6
Holliday said part of the pair’s success
p.m. and will be televised on the American Sports
comes not just from being great players, but also
Network.
the experience and intelligence the two have gained over
Shannon Stowers can be contacted at stowers44@
four seasons.
marshall.edu.

“I’m not sure
I’ve ever had a
quarterback-center
combination that’s as
good at doing what
these guys are.”

Herd men’s soccer
wins 2-1 over NKU
HERDZONE
The Marshall University men’s soccer team (46-2) scored twice in the second half and battled
through the rain and a late goal to get a 2-1 win
against the Northern Kentucky Norse (2-6-4) at
the NKU Soccer Stadium.
As the rain started to pour heavier at kickoff, Marshall and Northern Kentucky entered
the half tied nil-nil. The Herd led in shots at the
end of the first period with 10 (two on goal) to
Northern Kentucky’s eight (one). Jack Hopkins
and Connor Marino both produced shots on goal
for the Herd.
Marshall would score in the 52nd minute when
Daniel Jodah collected his fourth goal of the season. Jodah received a pass from Arthur Duchesne
and buried a low shot to the far-post past Norse
keeper Toby Frohlich.
In the 82nd minute, a bouncing ball in the box,
headed by Nick Edginton and Ryan Forde, found
the head of Connor Marino. Marino’s header was
able to float in just past Frohlich to make the

Marshall University’s Connor Marino
clashes with Nicholas Hutchinson of Old
Dominion University as the Herd men’s
soccer team takes a 2-1 victory, Oct. 8. LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON

score 2-0. The goal was Marino’s first of the season and the first of his career.
Northern Kentucky would get a goal back
late after Kobie Qualah smashed a shot past
Marshall goalkeeper Dominik Reining for his
third of the season.
Head coach Bob Gray said after the game
that the Norse’s record is better than it appears and this Herd win has been three years
in the making.
“We are thrilled with the win on the road
against a good side,” Gray said. “Their record
may not show it this year, but they are a tough
team that won the Division II Championship
a few years ago and they fought hard. We
played them the last three years and tied all
three times, so it was nice to finally get the
win.”
The Herd will travel to Alabama to take on
UAB Saturday at 8 p.m. in a return to Conference USA action. Marshall will then play
Charlotte at home on Oct. 21 at 7 p.m.

Follow The Parthenon sports staff on
Twitter! @MUPnonSports
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

Free speech is free for a reason
Early October marks the 50th anniversary of the 1964 University of California,
Berkeley Free Speech Movement in which
thousands of students surrounded a police cruiser housing Jack Weinberg, a
man arrested for illegally distributing
political materials on campus. The standoff launched a series of marches, sit-ins
and other protests to secure the right to
distribute information on campus and
later pushed students into radical battles,
protesting controversies like the Vietnam
War.
The students at UC Berkeley paved
the way for a shift in American culture
and the way we interpret the Constitution. Free speech is not about being nice
or avoiding being offensive, it is about
broadening the marketplace of ideas and
supporting expression.
“Freedom of speech is something that
represents the very dignity of what a human
being is,” Mario Savio, known as the spokesman of the Free Speech Movement, said in
1994. “That’s what marks us off from the
stones and the stars. You can speak freely.”

That’s the beauty of print and online
media and the beauty of college media. A
college publication with a college-aged,
educated audience does not have to be
concerned with young eyes falling on
content that may be deemed offensive or
“vulgar.” While other organizations have
obligations private owners or regulators
— the Federal Communications Commission for broadcast, for example — print
and online media do not have these
commitments.
Yes, there is a line between professionalism and having a voice, and it is of
utmost importance to know one’s audience and the potential consequences of
speaking or writing freely, but that line
has shifted greatly in past 50 years. We
cannot look at the media, at the ability
to protest or at activism the way we did
in the ‘60s. Things have changed. Society
has progressed and has become more
open to an array of opinions.
Some would argue openness comes
as a result of desensitization, but that
is just the reality of life in 2014. We

are surrounded by violence, sexuality and language we may not agree
with, but the reality is it is not going
anywhere.
Nowhere in the Constitution does it
promise freedom from being offended.
Change does not happen without the
ability to speak out, to offer a different
viewpoint. Progression cannot happen
without the ability and the fearlessness
to make differing ideas known.
If we as college students, as the next
generation for the workforce, as the next
creators, doctors, writers, lawyers, businesspeople, etc., do not protect ourselves
and our ideas, then the struggles the UC
Berkeley students faced during the Free
Speech Movement 50 years ago are in
vain.
Bottom line: with the exception of language or actions that would cause panic
or violence, there is neither a word nor an
act of protest that should be prohibited in
this country, and we should be taking advantage of the freedom given to us by this
nation.

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

BE HERD: GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the
editor at 300 words or fewer.
They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as
an attachment. Longer letters may be used as guest
columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status will
not be given at the author’s
request. All letters must be
signed and include an address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.
marshallparthenon.com, can
be printed at the discretion of
the editors.
The opinions expressed
in the columns and letters
do not necessarily represent the views of The
Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please
keep in mind, letters are
printed based on timeliness,
newsworthiness and space.

AP PHOTO | BEN MARGOT

University of California, Berkeley junior Karen Kim hangs Twitter icons from a tree in Sproul Plaza in celebration of the 50th anniversary of
the free speech movement on campus Oct. 1 in Berkeley, Calif.

Column

Intolerance should not be tolerated anymore
By GEOFFREY FOSTER

COPY EDITIOR
The gay marriage debate, although
prominent in West Virginia because of
its recent legalization, is one that has
been brewing for a very long time. Liberals and conservatives fiercely battle
over this issue, citing the sanctity of
marriage and the destruction of traditional values, even saying the practice
of homosexuality is an affront to God.
The fact that this argument is even
occurring in the first place is disgraceful. Why should human beings who
love each other have to fight for the
right to get married? Who does it hurt,
someone’s delicate sensibilities?
All the debate over this issue is
largely based on the religious belief
that gay marriage is a sin, and marriage between a man and a woman is
a sacred bond that must not be sullied.
First of all, religion is fine. It is human nature to form a belief structure
based on the existence of a higher being. If people wish to believe in their
chosen god and his teachings, that
is their right, but when those same
people try to shove those beliefs down
other people’s throats, then there is a
problem. And when those same beliefs
form the basis of government policy
and debate, the problem is greater still.
The reasons conservatives and religious people give for their anti-gay
marriage stance are not only disturbing, but also mired in notions that have
no basis in fact.

One example of this is the ridiculous argument that homosexuality is
a choice. Everything we know about
sexuality is based on scientific study
and analysis, which has shown that all
forms of sexuality is probably a component of a person’s genetic cocktail
– one that is determined before he or
she is even born. It is not a choice, it
is genetics. We have no more control
over it than we do the color of our eyes
or the shade of our skin.
Furthermore, homosexuality isn’t
even exclusive to humans; it exists in
the animal kingdom as well. Zoologists
have observed homosexual behavior in more than 45 different species,
from primates to insects. How do
conservatives explain this fact when
arguing the notion of choice? Do they
really believe a dragonfly woke up
one morning and decided to dabble in
homosexuality?
I have even heard a parent pose
the question, “What am I supposed to
tell my child when he sees two men/
women kissing each other?”
I don’t know, why don’t you tell your
kid they are kissing because they are
in love?
I have heard the response to this, as
well: “If I do that, I am telling my child
that sort of behavior is acceptable.”
That’s right. You will be teaching
your child not to be a judgmental homophobe… you know, like you.
Some people’s beliefs follow more
of an Old Testament route, forgoing

LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON

Sarah Adkins and Casie McGee share a kiss after receiving their marriage license and get married minutes later on the stairs of the
Cabell Count Courthouse in Huntington, Oct. 9.
the argument of science and logic, but
rather the notion that homosexuality
is a sin against God (a statement usually followed by zealous talk of Hell
and damnation). So, if God made us
all and he does not condone homosexuality, why is roughly 20 percent of
page designed and edited by TAYLOR STUCK | stuck7@marshall.edu

the world comprised of homosexuals?
Probably just an oversight.
The fact that certain people in
this country face discrimination by
people who believe in archaic, narrow-minded religious philosophies is
a discouraging thought.

Here’s another thought: What if
these people who abhor homosexuality are not godly at all. What if
they are just intolerant jerks?
Geoffrey Foster can be contacted at foster147@marshall.
edu.
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Continued from page 2
erred when it removed Blair
Mountain from the National
Register of Historic Places.
That ruling will be just the next
in a long line of court decisions
over Blair Mountain. But it will
be yet another opportunity for
King to tell story.
King’s grandfather was on
hand at the Battle of Blair
Mountain. A notorious fight
between union workers and
law enforcement during five
days in August and early September 1921 ended in an
estimated 130 deaths.
On a recent Thursday evening, as he walks over downed
trees and through brush
alongside Mingo Logan’s dirt
road, King explains the stakes.
Aside from the death toll, the
battle was the first time since
the Civil War that U.S. military
forces targeted a group of civilians. It also represents a time
when, King says, workers were
inclined to take up arms for
fair wages and labor practices.
“This is a big part of American labor history,” King says.
“It shows you how far people will go for basic human
rights.” Coal miners around
1921 “were being treated like
slaves,” he says. “They were
being cheated. Everything they
did was totally controlled by
the coal companies.”
And so they fought.
For decades, King has
waged his own fight to keep
the battle’s memory alive. After hearing stories from his

grandfather and others about
the incident, he began hiking
over the grounds and collecting
the various munitions — shell
casings, canteens, even rusted
rifles — that he found hidden
in the forest floor. But over the
next decade, as coal companies
began buying more land in the
region for strip mining, he escalated his efforts.
In 2002, after West Virginia’s
Historic Preservation Office
rejected his bid to establish
thousands of acres here as a
historic landmark, he enlisted
the help of the Sierra Club and
other environmental groups.
It’s been a slow climb from
there.
In March 2009, the battleground was placed on the
National Register of Historic
Places — a victory for King
and his supporters. But subsequent objections from coal
companies that owned the
land where King and his supporters are trying to establish
a historic landmark led to its
removal from the list in December 2009. King and his
allies appealed the decision in
federal court.
Barbara Wyatt, a reviewer
for the National Register of
Historic Places, says she stands
behind any reasonable effort
to preserve important history.
“We’re preservationists to the
core,” she says. “And while I
don’t know this man, Kenny
King, I applaud any efforts to
preserve Blair Mountain because it’s a very important
part of our collective history.”
Regina Hendrix, a longtime

|

supporter of King’s efforts
and Sierra Club volunteer who
helped to secure legal help
from the nonprofit environmental group, took note of the
destruction by coal companies.
“In the small towns of West
Virginia, there’s been so much
destruction by coal companies. It’s time for us to take our
stand here,” she said.
Bill Raney, president of the
West Virginia Coal Association,
which represents Blair Mountain landowners, said there is
a conscious effort to work toward a practical solution.
“These companies are more
than willing to find a way
to mark the location of the
battle itself. But we have suspicions that the Sierra Club’s
involvement is more in the
direction of stopping drilling
than acknowledging a historic
landmark.”
Not all area residents feel
the need to memorialize the
event of 90-plus years ago.
At the Hot Cup coffee shop
in nearby Logan, Boothe Davis contends that few people
in the region have even heard
of the battle that King wants to
commemorate.
“If you go around to 10 people here and ask if they know
what the Battle of Blair Mountain is, I’ll bet most have no
idea,” said Davis, a coffee shop
customer and self-described
history buff.
King, unfazed, plans to continue his efforts.
“These mountains are a part
of us,” he says. “I’m gonna keep
fighting.”
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Kenny King, 59, of Ethel, W.Va., takes a break on the grounds of Blair Mountain Sept. 25, while using a metal
detector in Blair Mountain, W.Va. The Battle of Blair Mountain, a five-day skirmish between law enforcement
and union miners in the coalfields of southern West Virginia, occurred here. Environmental groups, including
the Sierra Club, have joined King in petitioning the National Register of Historic Places to declare Blair
Mountain a historic landmark.
MATT STROUD | AP PHOTO

Kenny King, 59, of Ethel, W.Va., displays a shell casing
Sept. 25 dating back to World War I on the grounds of Blair
Mountain, W.Va. The Battle of Blair Mountain, a five-day
skirmish between law enforcement and union miners in
the coalfields of southern West Virginia, occurred here.
Environmental groups, including the Sierra Club, have
joined King in petitioning the National Register of Historic
Places to declare Blair Mountain a historic landmark.
MATT STROUD | AP PHOTO

MEDICINE

Continued from page 1
If many of the local physician positions are not filled,
then West Virginians could
see healthcare costs rise.
“In terms of the health care
provider shortage and the
healthcare cost that the nation is facing,” Shaver said, “it
is very well known that enhancing primary care along
with very well trained family
physicians helps to reduce
the cost of healthcare for the

country, as well as the state.”
Shaver said while the
majority of the family medicine students are from West
Virginia, some who have
completed the program from
Georgia, Ohio and Virginia
will also practice in the state.
According to the National
Rural Health Association,
about 10 percent of physicians
practice in rural America, but
one-fourth of the nation’s
population lives in rural areas.
Joseph I. Shapiro, dean
of the School of Medicine,

Ebola survivor
donates plasma
to sick Dallas nurse
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
A Dallas nurse who has
Ebola has been given plasma
to fight the virus taken from
the blood of a doctor who
beat the disease.
The Rev. Jim Khoi, pastor
of the Fort Worth church
attended by Nina Pham's
family, said she received
a transfusion of plasma
containing
Ebola-fighting
antibodies
Monday
afternoon.
Samaritan's Purse confirmed the plasma came
from Dr. Kent Brantly, the

missionary doctor who
survived Ebola. Brantly contracted Ebola while working
with the nonprofit medical
mission group in Liberia.
Samaritan's
Purse
spokesman Jeremy Blume
says Brantly traveled to
Texas Health Presbyterian
Hospital in Dallas Sunday to
donate the plasma.
Brantly said in a recent
speech that he also offered
his blood to Thomas Eric
Duncan, but that their blood
types didn't match. Duncan
died of Ebola on Wednesday.

said
educating
doctors
practicing in rural areas is
essential for the wellbeing of
rural Americans.
“It’s absolutely essential
for the overall health of our
nation’s citizens to educate
doctors to practice in rural
parts of the country,” Shapiro
said. “Studies show that rural
Americans are more likely to
suffer from chronic health
conditions and face greater
difficulty getting adequate
health care, so providing
doctors in towns and small

cities is essential to meet the
demand.”
Marshall has been recognized more than a dozen
times over the past 20 years
with an achievement award
by the American of Family
Physicians for efforts to foster interest in family medicine
and produce graduates who
enter family medicine, according to a Marshall Health press
release.
Anthony Davis can be
contacted at davis669@
marshall.edu.

Next gay marriage fight:
religious exemptions
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Alarmed by the broad
expansion of same-sex
marriage set in motion by
the U.S. Supreme Court, religious conservatives are
moving their fight to state
legislatures.
They're
seeking
exemptions from providing
service or benefits for
gay spouses for wedding
vendors like bakers, florists and photographers
and faith-affiliated groups
that rent their properties
for wedding receptions.
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Exemptions also are being sought for religious
charities
that
provide
adoption and other social
services, and for individual religious objectors like
justices of the peace and
government clerks.
But winning religious
exemptions will be an
uphill battle. Public attitudes against exceptions
have hardened, and efforts
by faith groups in states
where courts have imposed same-sex marriage
have had little success.
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a bunch of

Slackers

Alex Howden, junior pharmacy student, jumps on his slackline
Sept. 30 in Buskirk Field.
By ZACH WRIGHT

THE PARTHENON
Slacklining is an activity that has recently gained
interest due to its simplicity and versatility. It is
a practice in balance that uses nylon or polyester
webbing tensioned between two anchor points,
which allows users to perform a variety of tricks
and stunts. The slackers, as participants in the activity are commonly called, have arrived at Marshall
University.
The MU Slackline Club is a university-sanctioned
club founded by student Alex Howden, pharmacy
student. Howden now serves as president of the
club and can be seen from time to time on campus
performing various flips and tricks on the line.
Howden, an avid slacker for the last year and a
half, described how he became involved with the
sport.
“I got into slacking at WVU spring semester when
I was a freshman,” Howden said. “It happened because a group of very open minded people asked if I
wanted to try as I walked by. I was awful when I first
started. I was annoyed that they made it look so easy,
so I was determined to get better. So, I bought a line
online the next day and practiced often to get better.”
When Howden came to Marshall, there wasn’t
a slacklining club. When he and other slacking enthusiasts broke out the slackline on campus they
experienced problems immediately.
“We got stopped by the campus police, who informed us that we would have to become a club to
continue slacking on campus,” Howden said. “We
then went through a lengthy process to get it accepted by the university.”
Club member Megan Justice, a junior forensic chemistry major, was with Howden when the

campus police ran off the slackers.
“I’ve known Alex for a long time, and I was here
with him when we got yelled at by the police for
slacklining on campus,” Justice said. “We just never
gave up and went through the process, and here we
are today with a club.”
Howden said getting the club accepted by the
university took time, and he had to recruit other
club members to get the required numbers of club
participants.
“We started by talking to the dean of student affairs, Steve Hensley,” Howden said. “Then we had to
find at least seven members to start the club, choose
officers for the club (president, vice president and
treasurer), make a club constitution and have it accepted by the university.”
After the university accepted them, the club hit a
snag with campus safety. A long wait ensued to get
approved by campus police.
“We had to have release of liability forms so nobody could sue for their injuries and get approval
for safety,” Howden said. “This took more than seven
months, and Dean Hensley was crucial in getting the
club started. Dean Hensley backed the club by becoming the club sponsor, and the MU Slackline Club
greatly appreciates him for his support.”
Howden said the club is looking for more members and interested people are welcome to try the
slackline anytime they have it set up on campus, as
long as they sign the release of liability form.
“We had seven members last year, and we hope to
see that number grow throughout the years,” Howden said. “Anyone can jump on there and try it out as
long as the form gets signed.”
Howden said slacklining also has many benefits
for people willing to give it a shot.

Alex Howden, junior pharmacy student, assists Daniel Parlock as
he jumps on a slackline Sept. 30 in Buskirk Field.

“Slacking is a great release from any stress because you have to be focused only on the task at
hand,” Howden said. “It's good exercise, and lets
participants meet people that are open to trying
something new and exciting. It also teaches you balance for all other sports that you may partake in, so
it is a good and fun way to cross train.”
Howden said some people may not be great at
first, but they shouldn’t be discouraged.
“I would tell someone that has never tried it before that no one begins as a pro,” Howden said. “This
is fun for me and many others, so if you give it a try
and you like it, stick with it and join the club.”
Freshman Hillary Coleman, accounting major,
said Howden invited her to try after she saw him

slacking on campus.
“I always wanted to be in a circus,” Coleman said.
“This is about as close as I can get, and it drew my
attention. It really reminds me of gymnastics and
flipping.”
Howden said people who try slacklining might
enjoy the benefits it provides.
“Slacking provides an escape for me, something to
do that breaks the monotony of everyday routines,”
Howden said. “It’s a great stress reliever, and I’m
sure other people will feel the same way if they give
it a chance.”
Zach Wright can be contacted at wright283@
marshall.edu.
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Alex Howden, junior pharmacy student, jumps on his slackline
Sept. 30 in Buskirk Field.
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